
ACCOUNTABILITY 

Christ the King – A November 26, 2017     Matthew 25:31-46 

 

The appointed text for last Sunday was Jesus’ parable of the talents, that is, the money entrusted 

to slaves or servants by the master before he goes away on a long journey. Each received a 

different amount of money, but one of them did not dare risk investing the money to multiply it; 

rather, he buried it in the ground, out of fear that investing and taking a risk could involve losing 

money, so he was frozen by fear into inaction.  

I met with a group of friends who are pastors, and we talked about those readings. I remarked 

that Matthew’s gospel had a lot of stories that ended with weeping and gnashing of teeth for 

some unfortunate person who “didn’t get it” in Jesus’ example. Well, we don’t get out of it in 

this week’s gospel, either; for Jesus still has words of warning for those who fail to act.  In 

today’s gospel, those who fail to notice Jesus in the poor, the hungry, people who lack adequate 

clothing or enough food, the imprisoned, etc., also set themselves up for eternal punishment. And 

whether that is weeping and gnashing of teeth, an unnamed eternal punishment, or simply (and 

sadly) a self-chosen separation from God and from one another, we are reminded that all-too-

often we can’t just go back and “fix” the things we overlooked. 

As you are most-likely aware, in many of our churches we use the Revised Common Lectionary, 

putting the readings on a 3-year cycle. That rotation gives us the year of Matthew, which is 

coming to a close today on this last Sunday of the church year, the year of Mark, which begins 

with Advent next Sunday, and the year of Luke, which will begin the in December of 2018. 

A professor at one of our Lutheran seminaries commented that she will be glad to welcome the 

year of Mark because she has become fatigued with the harsh images Matthew recalls for us. 

Judgment means accountability. And accountability pushes us out of our comfort zone.  

But she hasn’t cast out Matthew’s gospel: “You have taught me some hard truths,” she writes. 

“You have been relentless about a vision of justice that seems, well, utopian, almost as if you 

believed that the Kingdom of Heaven might really come about. You have nudged and then urged 

me into a kind of speech that has most surely secured enemies at best and haters at worst.” 
[Karoline Lewis, “A Year in Perspective” at www.workingpreacher.org for November 26, 2017] 

We need to hear the truth through the law, and Matthew’s gospel was written that audience. The 

Jewish Christians were people of God who valued the law because it set them apart and marked 

them as God’s own. So, while we, especially in the Lutheran Church, like to talk about the 

gospel not having any strings attached because it is pure Good News, we also remember that the 

Good News frees us for…: We are made free for ourselves so that we don’t have to fret over 

God’s condemnation for making a mistake. We are freed for the world, so that we are not frozen 

into inaction. We are freed to serve others without navel-gazing and overthinking our actions. 

We are freed for service to God by seeing others as children of God. Finally we are freed for 

God’s people that we treat as we would want to be treated, and as God calls us to treat one 

another: with love, respect, caring, and service. 

Today is the last Sunday of the Church Year, the Sunday designated as “Christ the King” or “The 

Reign of Christ.”  The idea of a Sunday observing Christ’s primacy came in 1925 when Pope 

Pius XI attempted to curtail the increasing secularism he was seeing and remind Catholics that 

their allegiance was ultimately to the One who was crucified, died, and raised for us. As many 
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Christians have come together in worship, common scripture readings, and respect for so much 

of Christian teaching that we have in common, most mainline Christian denominations have 

adopted this modern observance and most have fixed the date as the final Sunday of the church 

year, the culmination of the churches’ reading, preaching, and teaching.  

This morning’s gospel sounds like a rather ominous way to end the church year; but it is a 

reminder that all things will be made complete. Yet even in this meantime (the time between the 

“already” and the “not yet”) we will be accountable for what we have done and for what we have 

left undone. Lest you think of it as only on The Day of Judgment when you are standing at 

heaven’s gate, I want to remind you that in this life things happen that force us to ponder 

judgment because they are critical life-changing or life-or-death events. Moments of clarity can 

happen in a medical diagnosis, a near-miss traffic accident, a change in our lives or lifestyle, or 

any other transitional point or event. Those times often lead us to assess our lives, our successes 

and our failures, our visions that became realities, and our dreams that remain unfulfilled.  

They force us to think about what we’ve done with our lives and what we hope to accomplish 

with the time that remains. 

The rub of Matthew’s recollection of Jesus’ words to us comes, not in what people thought 

about, but rather in that to which they gave no thought. Theologian and pastor Dr. David Lose 

notes: “Both groups, remember, gave next to no thought to their treatment of ‘the least of these’ 

and are surprised to discover that their actions (or lack of action) matter simply because it never 

crossed their mind that God was present.” [“Surprised by God…Again!” by David Lose: In the Meantime” 

www.davidlose.net for November 26, 2017] 

God is present even when we’re not thinking about God.  And accountability always lies ahead 

of us. Whether you are making New Year’s resolutions or having ashes smudged on your head 

on Ash Wednesday or planning for retirement, you will think about your life, and these words of 

Jesus might lead you to ask: Is there something or someone I’ve overlooked? Like Matthew’s 

audience, the weight of the law might knock you off your feet for a moment. But the good news 

reminds us that we don’t have to stay down. Because Jesus gave himself for us, because the 

Word and the Water and the Bread and the Cup are about life and life renewed, we are forgiven, 

set free from the bondage of sin and guilt, and sent forth to make tomorrow a better day. 

Next Sunday, we start anew as Advent, a season of hope and expectation, begins. Advent is 

about more than preparing for Christmas (shopping, decorating, cooking, etc.) because it always 

speaks to preparing ourselves: making the crooked paths straight, paving a highway for our God 

to reach deep within us and to make hope, joy, peace, and love known through us as we uncover 

and learn about new avenues to reach out with the love of Christ in the world.  

May you be filled with new beginnings, new opportunities to serve, and new ways reflect the 

love of God we have received through Christ, our King. Amen. 

O God of power and might, your Son shows us the way of service, and in him we 

inherit the riches of your grace. Give us the wisdom to know what is right and the 

strength to serve the world you have made, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen.  [Prayer of the Day: “Christ the King,” Year A, Evangelical Lutheran Worship, p. 53.] 
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